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November, 2012 (Cambridge, MA)—The MIT List Visual Arts Center and the Museum of 
Contemporary Art (MCA) Chicago present Amalia Pica, the artist’s first major solo museum 
exhibition in the United States.  The exhibition provides the first in-depth look at the last ten years of 
this London-based, Argentina-born artist’s work.  
 
Using simple materials such as photocopies, light bulbs, drinking glasses, beer bottles, bunting, 
cardboard, and other found materials, Pica creates sculptures and installations that address 
fundamental issues of communication—such as delivering and receiving a verbal or nonverbal 
message—and the various forms communicative exchange may take. Her work is optimistic in its 
reflection of meaningful and fleeting moments of shared experience, often incorporating the 
signifiers of celebration and communal gatherings with fiesta lights, party bunting, confetti, as well 
as through a self-reflective view of art-making, and the translation of thought to action, or idea to 
object. 
 
Born during Argentina’s dictatorship and so-called “Dirty War”—a seven year campaign against 
suspected dissidents and subversives—Pica long ago became interested in what it means to have a 
platform from which to speak and the limits and failures of language.  Raising questions about 
individual speech versus collective speech, and extreme political situations such as those in 1970’s 
Argentina, the artist shines light on how open communication is a protected, individual right in some 
regions of the world while a privilege in others.  The exhibition will include Strangers, an in-gallery 
performance in which performers who have never met before hold a bunting for a specific duration. 
 
About the Artist 
 
Amalia Pica received a BA from the Escuela Nacional de Bellas Artes P.P in Buenos Aires in 2003 
and attended graduate school at the Rijksakademie van beeldende kunsten in Amsterdam. Pica has  
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had solo exhibitions at Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen (2012), Marc Foxx Gallery, Los Angeles, and 
Chisenhale Gallery, London (both 2011), and Malmö Konsthall (2010), to name a few.  Her work 
has also been included in numerous group exhibitions such as The Ungovernables at the New 
Museum (2012), Silence at the Menil Collection (2012), Map Marathon at the Serpentine Gallery 
(2010), Word Event at the Kunsthalle Basel (2008), and Drawing Typologies at the Stedelijk 
Museum (2007). One of the most promising artists of her generation, she is a recipient of a CIFO 
grant from the Cisneros Fontanls Art Foundation, a finalist for the Future Generation Art Prize fro 
the Pinchuk Foundation, and currently artist-in-residence at the prestigious Headlands Center for 
the Arts outside of San Francisco. 
 
Amalia Pica is co-organized by the MIT List Visual Arts Center, and the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Chicago.  The exhibition was co-curated by João Ribas, Curator, MIT List Visual Arts Center, 
and Julie Rodrigues Widholm, Pamela Alper Associate Curator at MCA Chicago. The exhibition 
opens at the MIT List Visual Arts Center and the exhibition will be on view at the MCA Chicago April 
27–August 11, 2013. 
 
In conjunction with the exhibition The MIT List Visual Arts Center and the MCA Chicago have 
produced an illustrated 124-page scholarly catalogue which includes an interview between 
exhibition curators João Ribas and Julie Rodrigues Widholm, and Amalia Pica, a bibliography and 
exhibition history of the artist, and images of her work. The publication also includes essays on 
Pica’s work written by Tirdad Zolghadr, a writer and curator who teaches at the Center for Curatorial 
Studies, Bard College, NY, and Ana Teixeira Pinto, lecturer at Humboldt University (Berlin) and 
Mousse Magazine contributor. 
 
Support for the exhibition presented at the MIT List Visual Arts Center has been generously 
provided by the Barbara Lee Family Foundation, the Council for the Arts at MIT, the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, the Office of the Associate Provost at MIT, the MIT List Visual Arts Center 
Advisory Committee, and the Friends of the List. 
 
    

    
 
 
About the MIT List Visual Arts Center 
 
In 1950 MIT established the Hayden Gallery which was located in the Charles Hayden Memorial 
Library.  The gallery served as a venue for a program of changing exhibitions.  In 1985 the Hayden 
Gallery was renamed the List Visual Arts Center in recognition of a gift from Vera and Albert List 
that relocated the gallery to its current location on the ground floor of the Wiesner Building.   
 
Over the years the MIT List Visual Arts Center has become highly respected as one of the most 
significant university art galleries in the country for its innovative, provocative, and scholarly 
exhibitions and publications. Just as MIT pushes at the frontiers of scientific inquiry, it is the mission 
of the List Visual Arts Center to explore challenging, intellectually inquisitive, contemporary art 
making in all media. In addition to presenting 4-6 exhibitions annually, the List Center presents a 
broad arrange of education programs in conjunction with its exhibition programming.  The Center 
maintains and adds to MIT’s permanent collection of 3,500 artworks that includes dozens of publicly 
sited sculptures and hundreds of paintings, prints, photographs, drawings and sculptures located 
throughout MIT’s campus. The List Center is also responsible for commissioning new works for the 
MIT Public Art Collection through the MIT Percent-for-Art program, and organizing and 
administering the Student Loan Art Program, which lends over 500 works of art annually to MIT 
undergraduate and graduate students.  
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Directions: The MIT List Visual Arts Center is located in the Wiesner Building, 20 Ames Street, at 
the eastern edge of the MIT campus. It is in close proximity to Kendall Square, Memorial Drive, and 
the Longfellow Bridge. 
  
By T, take the Red Line to the Kendall/MIT stop, follow Main Street west to Ames Street, turn left, 
and walk one block to the crosswalk. The MIT List Visual Arts Center, housed in a building 
identifiable by its white gridded exterior, will be on your left. Signage is on the building.   
 
By car, coming across the Longfellow Bridge or from Memorial Drive, follow signs for Kendall 
Square. Limited metered parking is available on Ames Street. A parking garage is located at the 
Cambridge Center complex (entrance on Ames between Main and Broadway). Paid public parking 
is also available at the Marriott Hotel on Broadway. 
 
Gallery Hours: Tues-Wed: 12-6PM; Thurs: 12-8PM; Fri-Sun: 12-6PM; closed Mondays and major 
holidays.   
 
Additional Information: 617.253.4680 or http://listart.mit.edu 
All exhibitions at the MIT List Visual Arts Center are free and open to the public. 
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